BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL,
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

M.A. No. 1219/2015 and M.A. No. 1274/2015
In

Original Application No. 506 of 2015

IN THE MATTER OF:

Society for Preservation of Kasauli and its Environs (SPOKE)
Vs.
Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Corporation & Ors.

CORAM : HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SWATANTER KUMAR, CHAIRPERSON
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE DR. JAWAD RAHIM, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HON’BLE DR. D.K. AGRAWAL, EXPERT MEMBER
HON’BLE MR. BIKRAM SINGH SAJWAN, EXPERT MEMBER

Present: Applicant: Mr. Vikas Mahajan, Adv.
Mr. B.M. Singh, MR. Pushpendra Singh
Bhullar, Mr. P.S. Patwalia and Mr.
Gurmeet Singh Bhullar, Member of

SPOKE

Respondent Nos. 1 to 3: Mr. Suryanarayana Singh, Sr. Addl. Adv.
General for State of HP

Respondent No. 05: Mr. Rajesh Kr. Singh, Adv.

Respondent No. 6: Mr. Mahesh Kumar Sharma and Mr.

AShish Kumar, Advs.

Date and Orders of the Tribunal
Remarks
Item No. We have heard the Learned counsel appearing for
09
the parties.
February
24, 2016
After hearing the Learned counsel appearing for the
A

parties we are of the considered view that before we deal
with this matter on merit in its entirety it is necessary for
us to obtain a report from the expert people in relation to
the ground reality of the site in question. The report
would help the Tribunal in dealing with the matter on all

issues completely and comprehensively.

According to the Learned counsel appearing for the
Applicant permission granted, including consent to
operate, by the Board is an eye wash and the facts noticed
therein are contrary to the ground realities. Be that as it

may, we do not wish to comment upon the same at this




stage.

We pass the following directions:-

We appoint a Committee of the following Officers:-

1. Additional Chief Secretary, Environment, State of
Himachal Pradesh

2. A senior officer nominated by CGWA

3. A senior officer nominated by the Director
Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla

4. A senior scientist of CPCB

S. A representative of Chandgarh Engineering College
from Environment Department.

6. A person from the Country Town Planning

Department

The above team shall submit a comprehensive
report to the Tribunal in relation to the construction of
Hotel in question and even other constructions mainly of
commercial nature in Kasauli and their adverse impacts

on environment, ecology or water bodies.

It will be examined as to how the Pollution Control
Board has issued consent to operate without verifying

facts on site.

The Committee would be at liberty to make its
recommendations in all aspects mentioned in the
Application. The reference would also be made to the

“Revised Development Plan 2021” for Kasauli.

Let the report be filed within four weeks from today.

The Additional Chief Secretary, Environment,

Himachal Pradesh would be the Nodal Officer. The




Applicant would associate during the course of the

inspection.

Interim order to continue till the next date of

hearing.

Learned counsel appearing for the State may file the
list of the commercial/ multi — storied residential complex
and other properties which are coming up in Kasauli

within two days from today.

List this matter for directions 26th February, 2016

and 05tk April, 2016 for hearing.

At the request of the Learned counsel appearing for
the Applicant, the Central Ground Water Authority is
directed to the impleaded as Respondent in the matter.
Learned counsel appearing for said Authority accepts,
noticee and waives service and prays for time to file the
reply. Copy of the Application be furnished to him during
the course of the day. Let the reply be filed within two
weeks from today with advance copy to the Learned
counsel appearing for the Applicant who may file rejoinder

thereto, if any, within two weeks thereafter.
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